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VIEWING
HILTON Hotel, Nicosia: 21-23 May, 2017 
A collection of Greek and Cypriot artworks from the late 19th century to date will go to auction with the Psatharis Auction House on Wednesday, the 23rd of May at the Hilton in Nicosia. 
The auction presents a unique opportunity to view and acquire items from a broad collection of 119 artworks by important Greek and Cypriot artists. Some of the exhibits were previously offered at auction by Sotheby's and Bonhams. In addition to art pieces, the collection includes rare maps from the 16th and 17th centuries and books. Viewing of the collection will be possible ahead of the auction between the 21st and 23rd of May at Hilton's Akamas Hall. 
Nikos Psatharis, founder and senior director, says emphasis was put on figurative art with the biggest part of the collection being comprised by landscapes, stills and representations of peasantry scenes. "These are the scenes that shape our historic identity perceptions and define our aesthetics," notes Psatharis. 
Works given the highest pre-sale prices include Maskes tis Sikosis (Carnival Masks)  (€17.000 – 22.000) by leading Cypriot naive art painter Michail Kashalos, Composition with White Circle  (€9.000 – 13.000) by Christoforos Savva, the Kallimarmaron-Athens (€8,000 - 13,000) by Greek post-impressionist Konstantinos Maleas, Houses of Kato Geitonia - Alona  (€8.000 - 13.000) by prominent landscape artist Telemachos Kanthos, the Student (€6.500 - 9.000) by portraitist Polykleitos Rengos, the Couple (€5.000 - 8.000) by Yannis Gaitis, and Telos Epochis  (End of an Era)  by Spyros Vasiliou (€12,000 - 17,000).

Fine Art Investment

Among the works expected to command top interest are the following: Litany at the Viros Village (Λιτανεία στο Χωριό Βιρός) by Giallinas (€4,300 - 6,000), Nude (Γυμνό ) by Sperantzas (€2,500 - 3,000), The Refrigerator (Το Ψυγείο) by Ch. Petrides (€3,300 - 5,000), Portrait of Maria Natar Alemonaki by Yavopoulos (€5,000 - 8,000), Romulus the Great (Ρωμύλος ο Μέγας) by Makrides (€ 3,000 - 5,000), Forest with Eucalyptus Trees (Δάσος με Ευκαλύπτους) by N.Nicolaides (€4,300 - 6,000), Famagusta Nautical Club (Ναυτικός Όμιλος Αμμοχώστου) by L.Economou (€3,500 - 5,000), Archangel (Αρχάγγελος) by Hatzisotiriou (€2,900 - 5,000), Flowers in a Vase (Λουλούδια στο Βάζο) by  Mavroidis (€1,000 - 1,500) Landscape (Τοπίο) by Ithakisios (€1,700 - 2,300) Libations (Σπονδές) by A. Charalambides (€3,900 - 5,500), The Kiss (Το Φιλί ) by Samios (€3,800 - 6,000), Erotokritos by Tsarouchis (€2,000 - 3,000),  Mountain and Sea (Βουνό και Θάλασσα) by Stass (€2,800 - 5,000),  Landscape by Thomopoulos (€2,300 - 3,000), Prodromos (Πρόδρομος) by Ad. Diamantis (€1,500 - 2,000), At the Well (Στο Πηγάδι) by Germenis (€1,900 - 3,000), Landscape by Othonaios (€2,000 - 3,000), Saronikos IV by Grammatopoulos (€700 - 1,000), Figure by Moralis (€1,400 - 1,900)
LOTS 
Michail Chr. Kashalos Maskes tis Sikosis (Oil on wood, 65 x 101 cm, €17,000 - 22,000)  

Maskes tis Sikosis (Carnival disguises) can be interpreted as implying the artist's deeply-felt "hostility" towards his subject Carnival, a custom which Cypriot peasantry until the mid 20th century considered pagan. The painting projects its narrative through the prominent yellow triangular colour depicting light with the paradoxical religiosity. Doubts are raised as to the actual existence of the dreamlike Carnival figures who are restricted in their interactions with the figures in the main scene. Maskes tis Sikosis were exhibited in 1978 in the show "Three Cypriot Naive Art Painters", which was held at the National Gallery - Alexandros Soutsos Museum in Athens. Michael Kasialos (1885 - 1974) is a Cypriot emblematic naive art painter.
Spyros Vasiliou, End of an Era (oil on canvas, 90 x 109 cm €12,000 - 17,000) End of an Era  set in a yellow brownish landscape has multiple readingsis. It can be interpreted as a work of intense political symbolism or as the artist himeself used to say "landscape could be a reflection of the inner self.". Leading Greek artist Spyros Vasiliou (1902 - 1985) produced a huge body of work, most of which has been shown in 28 exhibitions around the world. In 1960 Vasiliou received the Guggenheim Prize for his Fire and Shadows artwork, which was shown at the Guggenheim Museum in New York City for six consecutive months. 
Christoforos Savva, Composition with a White Circle ( oil on hardboard, 45 x 60 cm, € 9,000 - 13,000)

Composition with a White Circle evinces the artist's fascination with plush colour and abstract geometric forms. Christoforos Savva (1924 - 1968)  is considered a leader in the introduction of contemporary trends in Cypriot art. His work bears influences by French modernism, cubism, and abstract art. 
Konstantinos Maleas Kallimarmaro - Athens (oil on hardboard, 22 x 34 cm €8,000 - 13,000) 
Konstantinos Maleas (1879-1928) uses large white forms and transparent surfaces to entwin light with the structural landscape. Maleas's work has strong impressionistic and Sezanian influences. The amphitheatric Kallimarmaron alludes to the idea of classical antiquity that is evident also in the marble ruins.  Born and raised in Constantinople, Maleas studied architecture and painting in Paris escaping the academic realism that dominated Greek painting in the 19th and early 20th century. 

Telemachos Kanthos, Houses of Kato Geitonia - Alona (oil on canvas, 72 x 52 cm  €8,000 - 13,000) 
Tilemachos Kanthos (1910 - 1993) is an one of the important Cypriot landscape artists whose work is defined by vibrant colours and pulsating movement. Houses of Kato Geitonia - Alona renders the landscape with large geometric forms and intense red colours revealing in the robustness of the colour a hint of modern art influence. 

Polykleitos Rengos The Student (the young Miss Tsikolia) (oil on hardboard, 78 x 63 cm,  €6,500 - 9,000) 
One of the later potraits of Greek Painter Polykleitos Rengos (1903 - 1984) it alludes to the early period of Matisse. Rengos uses simplified forms and pure colour to project mood. The face is meticulously made, which is characteristic of the Byzantine art influence on Rengo's artworks. 

Yannis Gaitis, The Couple (oil on canvas, 40x 50 cm, €5,000 - 8,000) 

Painted in 1967, the Couple is one of the earlier Figurine paintings by Yannis Gaitis (1923 - 1984). Set agaiinst an intense red-coloured background the painting has strong expressionistic elements. In the Couple, the figurines relish in their joyous individuality,  unsuspecting  of their future solitude.  The greatest part of Gaitis's Figurine paintings are emphatic of man's solitude in commercial society. 
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