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People in Conversation with Holy Bishop
Attributed to Jacopo Robusti, known as Jacopo Tintoretto, and his workshop 
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VIEWING
THE LANDMARK NICOSIA HOTEL, Nicosia 30 November – 2 December, 2020
NICOSIA – 25 November 2020 – 
People in conversation with Holy Bishop (€40.000 – 60.000) is a magnificent, monumental work of art attributed to Jacopo Robusti (1518 – 1594) known as Tintoretto and his workshop. This exquisite composition, depicting a scene in which a Bishop of the Catholic Church appears to be conversing with a group of people. Both the structure and manner of execution make a direct affinity to the Great Venetian painter and his workshop. The composition is typical of the Venetian School and it is reminiscent of works by Tintoretto such as The Presentation of Christ in the Temple in the Gallerie dell’Accademia in Venice, the Christ before Pilate, which was created in 1560 for the Scuola Grande di San Rocco in Venice, and the Visit of the Queen of Sava, particularly the right side, in the Kunsthistorisches in Vienna.
People in conversation with Holy Bishop will be offered at auction on the evening of the 2nd of December at the Landmark Nicosia Hotel.  The 28th Psatharis Auction will feature 147 exhibits. A preview of the collection, which includes a total of 145 artworks, will be held during November 30 – December 2, at the Landmark Nicosia Hotel.  
High Estimates

Works given high presale estimates and expected to command top prices include the following: Grain loading €19.000 – 28.000) by Cypriot naïve Michael Kashalos, Landscape in the South of France (€19.000 – 25.000) by modernist Christoforos Savva, The Temptation of Saint Anthony (€19.000 – 25.000) by Ioannis Kissonergis, Figures by Demetris Mytaras (€6.500 – 10.000)  and Bicyclists by Ioannis Gaitis (€6.500 – 10.000). High presale estimates were given also to the Naked Branches of Walnut Trees (€8.000 – 12.000) by Telemachos Kanthos, the Party (€10.000 – 15.000) by Christos Christou and to Mountain Village (€9.500 – 15.000) by Solomos Frangoullidis.
In line with the international markets, which since the start of the pandemic have turned to online solutions, the auction provides bidders with live on-line bidding through the sophisticated digital format www.invaluable.com. The house also offers the opportunity for telephone and written bidding. “Since the start of the pandemic demand for online solutions is on rise by the art market. We are no exception,” notes Nikos Psatharis, the Founder of the Auction House. “

Highlights

Highlights of the auction include: House in Detroit (€4.000 – 5.000) by Polykleitos Rengos, Nile (€3.000 – 5.000) by Nikos Nikolaidis, Caique and Figures (€3.000 – 5.000) by Spyros Vasiliou, Danae (€4.000 – 6.000) by Giorgos Kotsonis, The Crucifixion (€3.000 – 5.000) by Xanthos Hatzisoteriou, Without Title (€2.000 – 3.000) by Eleni Nikodemou  Black Circle (€1.800 – 2.500) by Andreas Chrysohos, Composition (€2.000 – 3.500), by Eleni Nikodimou, Memories (€5500 – 8.500), by Lefteris Economou, Lillies in the Pot (€5.500 – 3.000) by Andreas Karayan, Female Figure (€4.000 – 6.000) by Andreas Charalambidis Without Title (Metaphysical Stills Series) (€2.000 – 3.000) by Katy Phasouliotis Stefanides. Delos (€1.400 – 2.000) by Sarandis Karavouzis, Rozes (€1.400 – 2.000) by Andreas Makariou, Composition (Homage to Kandinsky) (€2.000 – 3.000) by Andreas Chrysohos.
LOTS 
People in Conversation with Holy Bishop

Attributed to Jacopo Robusti, known as Jacopo Tintoretto, and his workshop (1518 – 1594)
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Excerpt from the 28th Psatharis Auction Catalogue 
This monumental work is a representation of a scene, unknown to us, in which a number of people are in conversation with a Holy Bishop of the Catholic Church. The holy man is seated on a platform, in characteristic vestments and (liturgical) headwear. He addresses a group of people whose style of clothing is not traced to a particular time. A section of a circular building is shown at the background whilst the foreground dominate, on the left side, an old man who appears to be listening to the Bishop, and on the right side, a woman nursing her child.

Both the structure and the execution of the painting make a direct affinity to (works by) the Venetian painter Jacobo Robusti known as Tintoretto (1519 – 1594) and his workshop. The composition is typical of the Venetian School and it is reminiscent of works by Tintoretto such as The Presentation of Christ in the Temple in the Gallerie dell’Accademia in Venice, the Christ before Pilate, which was created in 1560 for the Scuola Grande di San Rocco in Venice, and the Visit of the Queen of Sava, particularly the right side, in the Kunsthistorisches in Vienna. Similarly, it bears a resemblance with Solomon receiving the Queen of Sava, a small-scale work which belongs to the Courtauld Art Institute in London. The figure on the lower left of the painting markedly bears a resemblance also with the old man in the scene of the Baptism of Christ in Scuola Grande di San Rocco and to the corresponding figure in St. Roch Healing the Plague-Stricken in the Church of San Rocco. The figure of the woman nursing her child, on the right side of the painting, shows a sameness with the corresponding figure in Tintoretto’s Last Supper in the church of St Martin in Lucca, Italy, also bearing an affinity to the female head in The Finding of the Holy Cross in the church of Santa Maria Mader Domini in Venice. Behind the woman nursing her child, the figure of an old man leaning with his arms crossed is reminiscent of the various renderings of Joseph in several nativity scenes by Tintoretto particularly the nativity scene in the Church of San Rocco. 

The creation, selection and handling of colour as well as the usage of light, importantly in the brightening of the garments, leave no doubt as to the identity of the unnamed workshop that produced the painting. Broad comparisons drawn between the painting which we present herein and works such as St Roch before the Pope, The Raising of Lazarus and The Ascension of Christ in the Church di San Rocca and in the Scuola Grande di San Rocca, lead us to the conclusion that the said painting probably dates back to the decade 1570 – 1580 and may be associated with the same apprentices who executed those works under the supervision of Master Tintoretto. We know from sources that the Master designed the drawings and then relied to a large extent on his workshop’s apprentices to execute the paintings before making artistic interventions to the details and the light and putting the final touches to complete the aesthetic result.

The work People conversing with a Holy Bishop was purchased by art dealer Jon Street in 1963 from a church (unknown to us) in the city of Leiden and a few years later was purchased from Street by its current owners. The painting had formed part of a cycle of paintings, which is unknown to us. The painting’s first placement is also unknown. Nevertheless, the scale, the narrative and the collaboration between Master and workshop for its execution let us assume that it had formed part of a wider cycle of paintings of religious character for which no information exists to date.   The painted surface is in good condition and has undergone restoration both in the past and recently.  

Christoforos Savva, Landscape in the South of France, (oil on canvas, 58 x 74 cm, €19.000 – 25.000
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Christoforos Savva (1924 – 1968) was a great Cypriot Modernist who ruffled the feathers of the dominant figurative art of late 1950s – 1960s by turning to modern art. Southern France landscape topography has been an important part of his work. He used the shapes and colours of the southern France landscape as a structural framework of those paintings: gridded structures, delightful colour and the unique light of the region. Landscape in the South of France is an abstract landscape by feeling and suggestion. 
Michael Kashalos Grain Loading (oil on canvas, 54 x 104 cm, €19.000 - 28.000) 
[image: image5.jpg]



Michael Kashalos (1885 – 1974) was a leading naïve painter who has become synonymous with his deceptively simple and colourful paintings of rural Cyprus life. Grain Loading is a wonderful scene of authentic simplicity capturing the rural surroundings and life of the early 20th century in Cyprus. He expresses it with fastidious technique, exaggerated colour palette and unpretentious composition. Flat surfaced, still it is imbued with vivid motion.

Ioannis Kissonergis, The Temptation of Saint Anthony (oil on canvas, 55 x 44 cm, €19.000 - 25.000
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The Temptation of Saint Anthony, by first generation Cypriot artist, Ioannis Kissonergis (1889 – 1963) alludes to Francisco Goya’s dark, nightmarish “Black Paintings.” The grotesque figure of Saint Anthony appearing to be peeping at the female nude may be an allusion to the terrifying unknown. The viewer is held captive by the eerie atmosphere and by the subject matter, as a way to approach human consciousness in relation to the unknown, which can be feared as well as desired. 
Telemachos Kanthos, Walnut Trees with Naked Branches (oil on canvas, 61 x 51 cm, €8.000 - 12.000) 

[image: image7.jpg]



Landscape topography was a principal subject for Telemachos Kanthos (1910 – 1993). His landscape paintings exhibit a highly developed sense of colour, composition, scale and surface favouring a lyrical abstraction alluding to physical spaces. Walnut Trees with Naked Branches are imbued with a reflective tone and deftness of touch. The viewer is drawn in close by the ambiguity of image showing both the power of nature and the vulnerability of human existence.  
Inquiries:

Psatharis Auction House
Telephone numbers: 00357 24621109, 00357 99 564131 
E-mail: psatharisauctions@cytanet.com.cy
The works can be viewed at: www.psatharis-auctions.com.cy
