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THE LANDMARK NICOSIA HOTEL 
PRESS RELEASE
The Yiannis Perdios Collection
Caterina Cornaro Queen of Cyprus
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VIEWING
THE LANDMARK NICOSIA HOTEL, Nicosia 14 June – 16 June, 2020
NICOSIA – 8, June 2021 – Caterina Cornaro Queen of Cyprus (€14.000 – 20.000) is a faithful rendition of the portrait of Caterina Cornaro which the Great renaissance painter Gentile Bellini painted in 1500. The copy of the painting is a masterful creation by an unknown artist and it belongs to the celebrated Yiannis Perdios Collection. The paintings of the Perdios Collection are renowned for their historical importance and their high quality. Many of the collection’s masterpieces have been presented at the National Gallery of Greece in 1998-99.

The masterful copy of Bellini’s portrait shows the widow of the King of Cyprus James Lusignan II who abdicated her kingdom in favour of the Republic of Venice. Bellini painted the half- length portrait of Caterina Cornaro from life. The painting represents an interesting transitional stage between the fifteenth century Venetian portraiture and the rendering of the human figure of the Renaissance period. The copy by the unknown artist of the half-length portrait of Caterina Cornaro Queen of Cyprus will be offered at auction on the evening of the 16th of June at the Landmark Nicosia Hotel.  
The auction will be held at the open space of the hotel’s swimming pool to allow for a greater number of people to have physical presence. 
The House will provide bidders also with live on-line bidding through the sophisticated digital format www.invaluable.com. The House also offers telephone and written bidding options. 

“The online solutions and digital platforms, used extensively by Auction Houses during 2020, did not replace the physical space of the auction or the interaction of work and spectator but instead brought to the industry a whole new digitized experience which allowed collectors worldwide to participate in live auction biddings. This led to very good results for the auction houses and at the same time increased their reach to new collectors in various countries,” says Nikos Psatharis, founder and CEO of the House.

The 29th Psatharis Auction will feature 155 exhibits of which 149 are artworks. The collection also includes an Atlas by Ivan Petrov (1849 – 1922) from the Bank of Cyprus Collection, two sets of plates and two gilded and paginated bronze clocks of the 19th century, which were part of the so called Philhellenic series, and two volumes of the series Cyprus by Athena Tarsouli. A preview of the collection will be held during June 14 – 16, at the Landmark Nicosia Hotel.  
High Estimates and Investment Opportunities
Works given high presale estimates include the following: Zachlorou €30.000 – 40.000) by renowned Greek painter Yianis Spyropoulos, Landscape in the South of France (€17.000 – 22.000) by Cypriot modernist Christoforos Savva, The Thought (€14.000 – 25.000) by Demetris Mytaras, one of Greece’s most popular artists, Summer Quartet (€14.500 – 25.000) by Andreas Michaelides, and Landscape by (€11.000 – 15.000) by Viktor Ioannides. Of particular interest is the painting Centaur and Mermaid (€14.000 – 20.000) by Cypriot painter Ioannis Kissonergis. The painting is a copy of the original by Andre Pierre Lupiac. 
Paintings expected to command top prices also include the Vase with Flowers and a Rosary (€7.500 – 10.000) by Solomos Frangoulides, Flowers on Green Background (€6.500 – 10.000) by Thanos Tsingos, Landscape (€6.500 – 10.000) by Telemachos Kanthos and Women on the Nile (€6.500 –9.000) by Nikos Nikolaidis.

Great investment opportunities include a walled construction in Plexiglas by Pavlos Dionisopoulos titled Three Ties, (€2.000 – 3.000), and Two Sailboats alluding to the golden Dutch age (€3.000 – 5.000) by Emilios Prosalentis. Red Landscape (€2.000 – 3.000) by Christoforos Savva is a great opportunity for smaller investors to add a Savva to their art collection.
Among the highlights of the auction, Synthesis (€1.000 – 1.500) is a fascinating sketch by Yiannis Gaitis, one of Greece’s internationally renowned painters. Highlights also include Figure (€900 – 1.500) by Andreas Karayan, Alexander the Great (€2.000 – 3.000) by Christos Christou and an excellent painting With No Title (€1.000 – 2.000) by Glyn Hughes one of the most representative colourists of Cyprus.
LOTS 
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Yiannis Spyropoulos Zachlorou (oil on canvas, 60 x 80 cm, €30.000 – 40.000)

Here, the Great Greek painter Yiannis Spyropoulos ((1912 – 1990) sketches with masterful immediacy the tiled roofs surrounding the inner yard of this beautiful depiction of Zachlorou, the mountainous village of Achaia, Greece.  The painting is brought to life through intense colours and vivid motion. Spyropoulos painted Zachlorou about a decade before he was awarded the Unesco Award for his participation at the 1960 Biennale of Venice, which paved the way for his international career and recognition. Zachlorou was last exhibited at Art Athina in 2014. An exhibition of works by Spyropoulos was organised at the Hilton in Nicosia, in 1967. The exhibition was inaugurated by Archbishop Makarios. 
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The Yiannis Perdios Collection, Caterina Cornaro Queen of Cyprus, (oil on canvas, 64 x 50.5 cm, €14.000 – 20.000)
The painting is a copy of the portrait of Caterina Cornaro which the Great renaissance master Gentile Bellini. The masterful copy is by an unknown artist and it belongs to the celebrated Yiannis Perdios Collection. The paintings of the Perdios Collection are renowned for their historical importance and their high quality. Many of the collection’s masterpieces have been presented at the National Gallery of Greece in 1998-99.

The masterful copy of Bellini’s portrait shows the widow of the King of Cyprus James Lusignan II who abdicated her kingdom in favour of the Republic of Venice. Bellini painted the half- length portrait of Caterina Cornaro from life. The painting represents an interesting transitional stage between the fifteenth century Venetian portraiture and the rendering of the human figure of the Renaissance period. The copy by the unknown artist of the half-length portrait of Caterina Cornaro Queen of Cyprus will be offered at auction on the evening of the 16th of June at the Landmark Nicosia Hotel.  
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Christoforos Savva, Landscape in the South of France, (oil on canvas, 48 x 63 cm, €17.000 – 22.000)
Christoforos Savva (1924 – 1968) was a great Cypriot Modernist who ruffled the feathers of the dominant figurative art of late 1950s – 1960s by turning to modern art. Southern France landscape topography has been an important part of his work. He used the shapes and colours of the southern France landscape as a structural framework of those paintings: gridded structures, delightful colour and the unique light of the region. Landscape in the South of France is an abstract landscape by feeling and suggestion. 
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Demetris Mytaras, The Thought (oil on canvas, 120 x 150 cm, €14.000 - 20.000) 

Demetris Mytaras (1934 - 2017) was one of Greece’s most popular artists. The main characteristic of his paintings is the coexistence of contradictory elements which are skilfully intertwined to produce an aesthetically harmonious outcome. Mytaras began his career in photographic realism and through the years became fascinated with abstract art and expressionism. The Thought is a beautiful composition of floating figures on flat surface.
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Ioannis Kissonergis, Centaur and Mermade (oil on canvas, 186 x 132 cm, €14.000 - 20.000) 
Centaur and Mermade, by first generation Cypriot artist, Ioannis Kissonergis (1889 – 1963) is a skilful copy  of the painting by French painter of the 19th century Andre Pierre Lupiac. Its soft colours and eerie atmosphere come into stark antithesis with the central theme of the painting celebrating the erotic union of the two mythological figures. Kissonergis painted Centaur and Mermade as a wedding gift to the parents of the present owner.
[image: image8.jpg]



Victor Ioannides, Landscape (oil on hardboard 47 x 68 cm €11.000 - 15.000)

Victor Ioannides (1903 – 1984) is famed for his atmospheric landscapes which come alive not only through his fluid strokes of brush but also through the activities of the figures who populate his bucolic scenes. Ioannides placed great importance on technique and use of material. He made his own varnishes and paints which he processed to add a porcelain effect to his painted surfaces. Particularly in his still life paintings, before adding the colours, he often created a relief surface base from alabaster powder on canvas. Apart from landscapes, Ioannides excelled in still life paintings and portraits.
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Solomos Frangoulides, Vase with Flowers and a Rosary (oil on canvas, 64 x 49 cm €7.500 - 10.000)
Solomos Frangoulides (1902 – 1981) brought new awareness to the possibility of the flower genre which was still in its initial development stage in the beginning of the 20th century in Cyprus. He imbued his need to represent a vase or a bouquet with a symbolic or metaphorical content that transcends their purely decorative interest.  Vase with Flowers and a Rosary comes alive with fluid strokes of his brush and the changes in the tonalities of the colours reflect his fascination with the impressionists. 
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Telemachos Kanthos, Landscape (oil on canvas, 57 x 63 cm, €6.500 - 11.000) 

Landscape topography was a principal subject for Telemachos Kanthos (1910 – 1993). His landscape paintings exhibit a highly developed sense of colour, composition, scale and surface favouring a lyrical abstraction alluding to physical spaces. The Landscape is imbued with a reflective tone and deftness of touch. The viewer is drawn in close by the ambiguity of image showing both the power of nature and the vulnerability of human existence.  
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Thanos Tsingos, Flowers in Green Backdrop (oil on canvas, 60 x 80 cm, €6.700 - 10.000)
Thanos Tsingos (1914 – 1965) lived in Paris and died destitute in Athens. He belongs to the so called “cursed artists” whose work achieved recognition after his death. Here, he fills the lash green-painted surface with flowers bending to the wind. Tsingos became famed for executing exquisite works depicting flowers. His often monochromatic, static backgrounds are imbued with life from foreground compositional elements. Tsingos has been fascinated with the tenderness and fragilities of flowers and their symbolic references. 
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Nicos Nicolaides, Women on the Nile (oil on wood 63 x 77 cm. €6.500 - 9.000)
Cypriot poet and painter Nicos Nicolaides (1884 – 1956) settled in Cairo in 1924 where he spent the rest of his life. In 1929, he exhibited his works for the first time in a solo exhibition in Cairo. During this period, he becomes liberated from previous academic tendencies allowing his artistic abilities to re-create the look of the visible world. Here, Nicolaides entices his viewer to become emotionally engaged into the visual drama of his cast of characters, trees and women, in a melancholy depiction of a scene of everyday life and the intertwining of the timeless landscape with the fleeting passage of human life.
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Andreas Charalambides Summer Quartet (oil and gold leaf on canvas 175 x 137 cm. €14.500 -25.000)
The key characteristic of the paintings of Andreas Charalambides (b.1939) is a reconstruction of the ancient Greek and Byzantine elements. The artist is also renowned for his murals, screen printing and engraving. He has presented his work in solo exhibitions in Cyprus, Athens, Beirut, London and New York. His painting technique petals with soft, velvety textures and his subject alludes to ancient mystical cults.
Inquiries:

Psatharis Auction House

Telephone numbers: 00357 24621109, 00357 99 564131 

E-mail: psatharisauctions@cytanet.com.cy

The works can be viewed at: www.psatharis-auctions.com.cy
